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Commonwealth Project 3.3 - Building Integrated PV 

Generation

GOALS 

• Improve consumer affordability to these higher cost 
systems 

• Reduce installed PV costs per peak watt and per life 
cycle kWh 

• Find ways to add outside inherent value to the PV 
system installation over its life  

  
 

 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The project will develop several important services.  The services, 
which are in three distinct but related areas, include: demonstrating 
BIPV systems and innovative project development models, facilitating 
relationships between supply- and demand-side stakeholders, and 
initiating contact with stakeholders.  Four photovoltaic systems will be 
developed to demonstrate creative implementation models for 
building-integrated photovoltaics in public sector facilities.  Several 
services aimed at facilitating project development will be developed in 

parallel with the demonstration projects.  Services that will facilitate others’ implementation of 
BIPV projects include development and demonstration of alternative ownership models, 
providing access to financing and bulk-purchase equipment pricing, and developing and sharing 
analytic tools necessary to evaluate the economics of potential projects.  Lastly, the project will 
involve direct contact with large numbers of supply- and demand-side stakeholders, thereby 
initiating projects in situations where opportunities exist but the elements necessary for 
successful project development would not otherwise have been brought together. 

    
BENEFITS TO CALIFORNIA 

The project will advance the BIPV in public 
sector facilities by using a comprehensive 
approach that includes demonstration, 
facilitation, and initiation.  Development of 
several demonstration systems will establish 
credibility of the implementation model.  

 



A key benefit of the project is that development and demonstration activity will be undertaken in 
concert with outreach services that will initiate projects that will apply the advances resulting 
from other project.  The resulting “one stop shop” for building-integrated photovoltaics in public 
sector facilities will represent an important, direct contribution to increasing the diversity of 
electricity supply and the affordability of renewables 
 
FUNDING AMOUNT 

PIER Funding $827,686 
Match Funding $2,350,000 
 
 
PROJECT STATUS 

The project is scheduled from 6/20/2002 to 3/1/2005.  The Commonwealth program kick off 
meeting was held on May 29, 2002 at the California Energy Commission.  The project is 
currently on schedule and within the budget.   
 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Zhiqin Zhang 
Contract Manager 
California Energy Commission 
1516 Ninth Street, MS-43 
Sacramento, CA 95814-5504 
Phone: (916) 654-4063 
Fax: (916) 653-6010 
zzhang@energy.state.ca.us 
 
Joseph McCabe  
California Energy Commission 
1516 Ninth Street, MS-43 
Sacramento, CA 95814-5504 
Phone: (916) 654-4412 
Fax: (916) 653-6010 
jmccabe@energy.state.ca.us 

Keith Rutledge 
REDI  
Phone:  
858-481-0081 
keith@redinet.org  
   
Patrick Lilly, Program Director 
Regional Economic Research, Inc. (RER 
Northwest Office) 
1104 Main Street, Suite 630 
Vancouver, Washington 98660 
Phone: (360) 906-0616 
Fax: (360) 906-0622 
patlilly@rer.com 
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